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Vision and Mission Statement and Gospel Values

Our Vision

Providing every child with the tools to- choose their path to- siccess:

Our Mission
In St Francis children succeed because:

v" We are an outward looking Catholic Primary school, which welcomes all
children from the surrounding area. We work together to nurture our pupils,
helping them to become resilient and inspired learners, who will become
responsible global citizens of the future.

v" We cultivate our pupils through our broad and diverse curriculum and loving
Catholic Parish community

v' We provide a welcoming, safe and supportive environment that helps children
feel respected, confident and motivated to achieve their goals.

v' We also foster a spiritual and moral view of life that provides children with a
sense of self-worth and a strong Catholic ethos

Our Gospel Values

Love
Honesty
Couwrage

Justice

Jeremiah 29:11
“l alone know the plans | have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster,
plans to bring about the future you hope for”
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Policy for Geography

Teaching and Learning

Through their work in Geography, children learn about their local area and compare
their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of
the world. As pupils progress, they deepen their understanding of the interaction
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes
and environments. They learn how to draw and interpret maps and use subject-
specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography, with accuracy and
confidence. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human
geography, children gain an appreciation of life in different societies, helping to
develop a sense of other cultures, and how nations rely on each other. Geographical
knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that
explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and
change over time.

The learning intention for each lesson is informed by the National Curriculum 2014
and children are guided towards this within each lesson through the use of success
criteria. Teaching and learning in Geography is supported by a wealth of resources,
including specific schemes such as Pearsons- Active Learning. Outdoor learning is
planned for and is progressive throughout the school. Programmes of work are
embedded with key knowledge, which itself has been mapped, along with key skills,
to support affective assessment and ensure progression across the school.

Assessment

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning
cycle. Key geographical knowledge is taught to enable and promote the development
of children’s geographical skills.

Assessment is supported by use of the following strategies:

e Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group and in class during
whole class teaching.

e Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and
unpick their understanding.

e Providing effective feedback, including interactive marking through next step
guestions where appropriate, to engage children with their learning and to
provide opportunities for self-assessment, consolidation and depth.

e Book scrutinies, used to evaluate the range and balance of work and to ensure
that tasks meet the needs of different learners, with the acquisition of the pre-
identified key knowledge of each topic being evidenced through the outcomes.

e Use of the ‘learning Review’strategy throughout a unit, alongside specific and
measurable LOs for each lesson.



Planning and Resources

Geography resources are stored in the classrooms and are organised into topic
themes, which are clearly labelled. The library contains an extensive supply of
geography topic books to support children’s individual research. The school’s
subscription to Active Learning Primary platform, supports teaching and learning. In
addition to this, class teachers develop a ‘working wall’ for each of the geography
topics where books and other artefacts are displayed and easily accessible for
children. Plans from the Active Learning Primary scheme is used collaboratively with
parallel-class teachers and plans are saved electronically for ease of access.

Geography co-ordinator has identified the key knowledge that is being taught, as well
as the skills that are being developed across each topic, and these are recorded on
the ‘Geography — Key Knowledge and Skills Mapping’ Document. These are also
explicitly outlined on each topic overview, which makes explicit links to the National
Curriculum 2014. Key vocabulary is also identified, as well as how consideration to
the school’s context has informed the programme of study. Cross curricular outcomes
are also identified prior to teaching and these are evidenced through outcomes of
work, as well as being stated explicitly in planning.

Organisation

Within the academic year, children study geography, as outlined in the overall
curriculum framework overview. This allows children to enhance their geographical
knowledge and develop their geographical skills through focused learning. This
promotes the children in being able to achieve a greater depth of understanding of
each topic.

EYES

Early Years explore geographical themes and content through the Understanding of
the World strand of the EYFS curriculum. This involves guiding the children to develop
sense of their physical world, as well as their community, through opportunities to
explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
They are assessed according to the Development Matters Attainment targets.

KS1 and KS2

During Key Stage 1 pupils will investigate hot and cold places in the environment of
their school and the wider world, what hot and cold places feel like, how temperature
affects these places and how animals adapt to living in these places. They carry out
geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask
geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical
skills and resources such as maps and photographs.

During Key Stage 1 pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United
Kingdom and hot and cold places. They should understand basic subject-specific
vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical
skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.
In KS1, children will develop their locational knowledge; they will learn about the local
area and how to improve the local area. They will also develop an understanding of
the seaside.



They will also develop a greater understanding of place by extending their locational
knowledge to be able to name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom,
describing key geographical regions, human and physical characteristics, key
topographical features and land-use patterns.

In addition to developing children’s locational and place knowledge, they will have the
opportunity to learn about human and physical geography.

During this study, they will identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United
Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator
and the North and South Poles. They will also begin to use geographical vocabulary
to refer to key physical features (beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean,
river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather) and key human features (city, town,
village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shops.)

Children will develop geographical skills and fieldwork skills, through these three areas
of study, where they learn to use world maps, atlases and globes; simple compass
directions; aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and
basic human and physical features and to use simple fieldwork and observational skills
to study the geography of their local area.

During Key Stage 2 Pupils extend and develop their knowledge and understanding of
villages, towns and cities, rivers, slums and develop local knowledge through field
work; studying the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most
significant human and physical features. They continue to develop their use of
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and
place knowledge.

They extend their locational knowledge when they learn to locate and name countries
with slums around the world, concentrating on their environmental regions, key
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities and villages. This is
further extended to develop an understanding of the local area through fieldwork:
conducting field work, collecting and presenting data and making field work tools.

They will build on their understanding of the local area by understanding geographical
similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography their
local area and countries around the world.

As in Key Stage 1, the specific geographical locations selected for these comparisons
will be selected to link to other areas of the curriculum to allow for cross-curricular work
and development.

In Key stage 2 human and physical geography knowledge is extended to allow children
to develop an understanding of aspects of physical geography (investigating climate
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes,
and the water cycle) and human geography (learning about types of settlement and
land use, economic activity and the distribution of natural resources including energy,
food, minerals and water.)



Children will continue to develop geographical skills and fieldwork skills, through these
three areas of study, where they learn to use maps, atlases and globes and
digital/computer mapping; eight-point compass directions; four and six-figure grid
references, symbols and keys and the Ordnance Survey maps. They will also use
fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features
in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs,
and digital technologies.

Equal Opportunities

At St Francis RC Primary school, we are committed to providing a teaching
environment which ensures all children are provided with the same learning
opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, special educational
need or disability. Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to
maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards
others.

Support for specific individuals is well considered and planned for, with consideration
given to how greater depth and further challenge can be provided for and
demonstrated by children who require further challenge.

Inclusion

All pupils are entitled to access the geography curriculum at a level appropriate to their
needs.

To ensure inclusion, teachers use a range of strategies in line with the school’'s
inclusion planning key. Independent tasks, as well as teaching, are also well-adapted
to ensure full accessibility, as well as to provide appropriate challenge to different
groups of learners.

The school makes full use of additional adults who are deployed effectively to ensure
that identified children are able to make progress in each curriculum area, according
to their full potential.

Through the use of KWL, teaching takes account of children’s own interests to ensure
topic relevance to all individual learners. Opportunities for enrichment are also fully
utilised, to ensure a fully inclusive and engaging geography curriculum and this is
supported through a number of links with places of geographical interest in the
immediate and wider locality and regular heritage projects which engage the children
further through practical learning activities.

The subject leader’s responsibilities are:

e To ensure a high profile of the subject

e To ensure a full range of relevant and effective resources are available to
enhance and support learning.

e To model the teaching of geography

e To ensure progression of the key knowledge and skills identified within each
unit and that these are integral to the programme of study and secure at the
end of each age phase.



e To monitor books and ensure that key knowledge is evidenced in outcomes,
alongside and as supported, by SMT

e To monitor planning and oversee the teaching of geography

e To lead further improvement in and development of the subject as informed by
effective subject overview

e To ensure that the geography curriculum has a positive effect on all pupils,
including those who have low attainment

e To ensure that the geography curriculum take account of the school’s context,
promotes children’s pride in the local area and provides access to positive role
models from the local area to enhance the geography curriculum

e To ensure that approaches are informed by and in line with current identified
good practice and pedagogy

Parents

We at St Francis R.C. Primary School actively encourage the involvement of families
and the wider community to help support the teaching of geography. Parents and
carers are involved with supporting their children with topic-based homework.
Geography homework tasks are well communicated and have a clear purpose, often
providing children with the means to research and explore a topic to support their
classroom work.

Other policies and documents to be read in conjunction with the Geography
Policy:

National Curriculum 2014

Teaching and Learning Policy

Marking Policy

SEN Policy and Single Equality Scheme

Policy monitoring and review

The Head teacher, Senior Leadership Team and Geography Subject Leader will
monitor the effectiveness of this policy on a regular basis. The Head teacher and
Geography Subject Leader will report to the governing body on the effectiveness of
the policy.

We are aware of the need to regularly review our policy to take account of new
initiatives, changes in curriculum or developments in technology.

This policy will be reviewed during the Summer 2024
(unless any curriculum changes occur before this time)

Reviewed By: Ms Naidoo September 2023



